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Alvin  K.  Wilson 
Division  of  Forest  Economics  Research 


Lumber  production  in  Nevada  in  1960  was  estimated  at  33.9  million  board 
feet— from  results  of  a  recent  survey  of  the  output  of  lumber  and  primary  for- 
est products.     This  figure,  obtained  from  reports  furnished  by  all  active  saw- 
mills in  the  State,   is  20  percent  above  that  for  1954,   the  latest  preceding 
year  for  which  a  separate  estimate  for  Nevada  is  available.—/ 

A  large  share  of  the  lumber  produced  in  Nevada  is  sawed  from  imported  logs, 
most  of  which  come  from  California.     The  volume  of  these  imports  accounts  for 
much  of  the  spread  between  Nevada's  lumber  output    (table  1)  and  the  volume  of 
sawlogs  cut  from  Nevada's  forests    (table  2).     In  1960   the  cut  of  sawlogs  for 
lumber  in  the  State  was  about   17.4  million  board  feet.   International  ^-inch 
log  rule. 

Although  Nevada  mines  use  appreciable  quantities  of  round  timbers,   a  sur- 
vey of  mines  active  in  19601/   indicated  that  all  round  timbers  received  (39,147 
cubic  feet)  came  from  neighboring  states. 

The  total  of  all  roundwood  products  cut  from  Nevada's  forests  in  1960  was 
nearly  3.2  million  cubic  feet    (table  3).     Public  lands  contributed  only  8.5  per- 
cent of  this  wood  while  privately  owned  lands  supplied  91.5  percent,  most  of 
which  came  from  forest  industry  lands.     Sawlogs  for   lumber  comprised  92  percent 
of  the  volume  of  all  products. 

Estimates  of  production  and  receipts  were  obtained  by  mail  inquiries  to  all 
known  operators  of  sawmills,  poleyards,  and  other  wood  products  plants,  and  to 
all  active  mines.     These  estimates  were  supplemented  by  reports  from  the  Nevada 
State  Forester,   the  National  Forests,   the  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  and  the 
Bureau  of  Reclamation.     Field  sampling  to  estimate  receipts  of  those  who  did  not 
respond  to  mail  inquiries  was  necessary  only  for  round  mine  timbers.     The  sam- 
pling error  for  mine  timber  receipts  was  3.96  percent,  and  the  true  total  ac- 
cordingly lies  in  the  interval  39,147+1,552  cubic  feet,  at  2:1  odds. 


J^/  Data  reported  here  are  from  a  cooperative  Forest  Service-Census  Bureau 
survey  conducted  in  1961.  The  estimate  of  total  lumber  production  in  this  re- 
port  (34  million  board  feet)   is  the  official  Census  Bureau  figure  for  1960. 

11  U.S.   Bureau  of  the  Census,    1957.     Census  of  Manufactures:    1954.  Indus- 
try Bulletin  MC-24A,   Lumber  and  Timber  Basic  Products. 

3^/  A  list  of  active  mines  was  obtained  from  the  State  of  Nevada's  Biennial 
Report  of  the  State  Inspector  of  Mines  for  the  Years  Ending  June  30,  1959-1960. 
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Tab 1 e  1 . - -Nevada  lumber  production  by  species,  I960 


Species 


Production 


True  fir  si/ 
Ponderosa  pina?./ 
Lodgepole  pine 
Other  softwoods 

Total 


Thousand  board  feet 

17,586 
12,493 
837 
2,996 


Percent 

52 
37 
2 

9 


33,912 


100 


1_J  Mainly  California  red  fir,  known  as  "white"   fir  to  lumbermen. 
2/  Includes  Jeffrey  pine. 
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Table  2. --Sawmill   log  receipts  from  Nevada  timberlands  by  species,  1960 


Species 


Sawlog  receipts 


True  firs2/ 
Ponderosa  pine 
Lodgepole  pine 

Total 


Thousand  board  feet— 

5,867 
10,937 
621 


1/ 


Percent 

34 
63 
3 


17,425 


100 


_1/  International  %-inch  log  rule.     Scribner  volumes  can  be  approximated 
by  multiplying  by  0.89. 

2/  Subalpine  fir  and  California  red  fir. 

*   -k  -k 

Table  3. --Forest  products  output  in  Nevada  by  type  of  product  and 

land  ownership  sources,  1960 


Production 

by  land  ownerships 

Product         \     Volume  \ 

Other 

Forest  : 

Other  • 

National . 

public  : 

industry: 

private 

All 

Forest  . 

lands  : 

landsl/ : 

lands  : 

ownerships 

Cubic  feet 

Percent  - 

Sawlogs  2,904,167 

0.4 

0 

88.8 

2.7 

91.9 

Utility  poles. 

posts  46,124 

.1 

1.4 

0 

0 

1.5 

Fuelwood,  miscel- 

laneous timbers  207,773 

6.2 

.4 

0 

0 

6.6 

Total  3,158,064 

6.7 

1.8 

88.8 

2.7 

100.0 

1/  Lands  owned  by  an  industry  who 

se  principal  business 

is  with 

timber 

products , 


